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A BILL TO BE ENTITLED 1 
AN ACT TO APPROPRIATE FUNDS TO THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS OF THE 2 

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA FOR THE KENAN-FLAGLER 3 
BUSINESS SCHOOL TO STUDY THE FEASIBILITY OF MERGING THE 4 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE PORTS AUTHORITY, THE NORTH CAROLINA 5 
GLOBAL TRANSPARK AUTHORITY, AND THE NORTH CAROLINA 6 
RAILROAD COMPANY INTO ONE ENTITY IN ORDER TO PROMOTE 7 
GLOBAL TRADE AND STRENGTHEN TRANSPORTATION DISTRIBUTION 8 
AND LOGISTICS IN THE STATE. 9 

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts: 10 
SECTION 1.  There is appropriated from the General Fund to the Board of 11 

Governors of The University of North Carolina the sum of two hundred thousand 12 
dollars ($200,000) for the 2006-2007 fiscal year to fund a study conducted by the 13 
Kenan-Flagler Business School to determine the feasibility of merging the North 14 
Carolina State Ports Authority, the North Carolina Global TransPark Authority, and the 15 
North Carolina Railroad Company into one entity for the purpose of promoting global 16 
trade and strengthening transportation distribution and logistics in the State.  In the 17 
course of the study, the School shall: 18 

(1) Examine the current duties and makeup of each entity and identify 19 
unnecessary duplication among the entities. 20 

(2) Evaluate the economic benefit and any detriment to the State of a 21 
merger of two or more of the entities. 22 

(3) Make recommendations of the makeup and duties of a newly created 23 
board that would have power over the merger of two or more of the 24 
entities. In making these recommendations, the School shall examine 25 
the structure of the North Carolina Board of Transportation as a 26 
potential model. 27 

SECTION 2.  The leadership of the North Carolina State Ports Authority, the 28 
North Carolina Global TransPark Authority, and the North Carolina Railroad Company 29 
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shall cooperate with the Kenan-Flagler Business School and provide access to any 1 
financial and operational data required for the study. 2 

SECTION 3.  Of the funds available to the North Carolina State Ports 3 
Authority, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) for the 2006-2007 fiscal 4 
year shall be used to conduct the study required by this act.  Of the funds available to 5 
the North Carolina Global TransPark Authority, the sum of twenty-five thousand dollars 6 
($25,000) for the 2006-2007 fiscal year shall be used to conduct the study required by 7 
this act.  These funds are in addition to the appropriation set out in Section 1 of this act. 8 

SECTION 4.  The School shall report its findings and recommendations to 9 
the 2007 General Assembly. 10 

SECTION 5.  This act becomes effective July 1, 2006. 11 


