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*H626-v-1*
A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT to revise the law governing the assistance program for victims of rape and sex offenses to clarify the definition of the term "forensic medical examination" and require the secretary of public safety to assess a civil penalty on a medical facility or medical professional who bills a victim, the victim's personal insurance, Medicaid, medicare, or any other collateral source for the cost of a forensic medical examination.
The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:
SECTION 1.  G.S. 143B‑1200 reads as rewritten:
"§ 143B‑1200.  Assistance Program for Victims of Rape and Sex Offenses.
…
(c)	No Billing of Victim. – A medical facility or medical professional that performs a forensic medical examination shall not bill the victim, the victim's personal insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, or any other collateral source for the examination and other eligible expenses. A medical facility or medical professional that performs a forensic medical examination shall accept payment made under this section as payment in full of the amount owed for the cost of the examination and other eligible expenses and shall not bill victims, their personal insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, or any other collateral source for the examination. expenses. Furthermore, a medical facility or medical professional shall not seek reimbursement from the Program after one year from the date of the examination. A medical facility or medical professional who bills a victim, the victim's personal insurance, Medicaid, Medicare, or any other collateral source for the examination and other eligible expenses, in violation of this subsection, shall be assessed by the Secretary a civil penalty in the amount of twenty‑five thousand dollars ($25,000) for each violation. The clear proceeds of civil penalties assessed pursuant to this section shall be remitted to the Civil Penalty and Forfeiture Fund in accordance with G.S. 115C‑457.2.
…
(i)	Definitions. – The following definitions apply in this section:
(1)	Forensic medical examination. – An examination provided to a sexual assault victim by medical personnel trained to gather evidence of a sexual assault in a manner suitable for use in a court of law. The examination should shall include at a minimum an examination of physical trauma, a patient interview, a determination of penetration or force, and a collection and evaluation of evidence. evidence, and any other act or procedure listed in the definition of "forensic medical examination" set forth in 28 C.F.R. § 90.2(b). This term also includes any costs associated with the items listed in this subdivision, such as equipment or supplies. This definition shall be interpreted consistently with 28 C.F.R. § 90.2(b) and other relevant federal law.
…."
SECTION 2.  G.S. 143B‑1200(c), as amended by Section 1 of this act, becomes effective October 1, 2021, and applies to violations committed on or after that date. G.S. 143B‑1200(i)(1), as amended by Section 1 of this act, becomes effective October 1, 2021, and applies to forensic medical examinations completed on or after that date. The remainder of this act becomes effective October 1, 2021.

