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FILED SENATE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF NORTH CAROLINA AgrBZ 1’;'_0026
SESSION 2025 PRINCIPAL CLERK
S D
SENATE BILL DRS45447-LUe-103A

Short Title:  Even-Year Municipal Elections/Catawba Co. (Local)
Sponsors: Senator Hollo (Primary Sponsor).

Referred to:

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED

AN ACT TO REQUIRE THAT REGULAR MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS FOR ALL
MUNICIPALITIES IN CATAWBA COUNTY BE HELD IN EVEN-NUMBERED
YEARS.

The General Assembly of North Carolina enacts:

TOWN OF BROOKFORD

SECTION 1.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Brookford, being Chapter
230 of the Private Laws of 1907, as amended by Chapter 109 of the 1961 Session Laws and
Town Ordinance, reads as rewritten:

officers of the Town of Brookford shall be a mayor and four aldermen. The term of ofﬁcea
mavor shall be four years. The terms of office for the aldermen shall be four-year staggered

terms."

SECTION 1.(b) Section 4 of the Charter of the Town of Brookford, being Chapter

230 of the Private Laws of 1907, as amended by Chapter 109 of the 1961 Session Laws and
Town Ordinance, reads as rewritten:

"Sec. 4. Fh SR &

Carolina-Regular municipal elections for officers in the Town of Brookford shall be held at the
time of the general election in each even-numbered year. The election shall be conducted on a
nonpartisan plurality basis and the results determined in accordance with G.S. 163-292. Except
as otherwise provided, the election shall be conducted in accordance with the uniform municipal
election laws in Chapter 163 of the General Statutes."

SECTION 1.(¢) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Brookford
in 2027. The terms of office for the two aldermen in the Town of Brookford serving on the
effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by one year.
The terms of office for the mayor and two aldermen in the Town of Brookford serving on the
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effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by one year.
Regular municipal elections in the Town of Brookford shall resume in even-numbered years
beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in the
odd-numbered years.

TOWN OF CATAWBA
SECTION 2.(a) Section 4 of the Charter of the Town of Catawba, being Chapter
274 of the Private Laws of 1893, as amended by Chapter 333 of the 1951 Session Laws, Chapter
224 of the 1965 Session Laws, Town Ordinance No. 02-10 adopted on July 1, 2002, and Town
Ordinance No. 2006-15 adopted on November 6, 2006, and referred to as Section 5 in the current
amended Town Code, reads as rewritten:
"Sec. 5. Elections.

(b) Elections shall be conducted on the first Tuesday of November in edd-numbered
even-numbered years as provided by the laws of North Carolina.

(d) The mayor shall be elected every four years, for a term of four years;-beginning-with-the
fegaal-&r—mumel-pal—eleeﬁeﬂ—m—z%%years

SECTION 2.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Catawba
in 2027. The terms of office for the mayor and two council members in the Town of Catawba
serving on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be
extended by one year. The terms of office for the two council members in the Town of Catawba
serving on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be
extended by one year. Regular municipal elections in the Town of Catawba shall resume in
even-numbered years beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections
were conducted in the odd-numbered years.

CITY OF CLAREMONT
SECTION 3.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the City of Claremont, being Chapter 11

of the Private Laws of 1893, as amended by Chapter 76 of the 1961 Session Laws, Chapter 97 of
the 1975 Session Laws, S.L. 2005-54, and Town Ordinance adopted on February 3, 1976, reads
as rewritten:
"Sec. 3. Electlons, Terms of mayor and eeaﬁeﬁmen—councﬂ members
(a) ; :
%h%q&akﬁed#e%s—sha&elee%a—maye%&&d—ﬁv&é}—ee&neﬁmenﬂhe govemlng body for the CltV
of Claremont shall consist of a mayor and five council members, elected to serve four-year
staggered terms. Regular municipal elections shall be held at the time of the general election in
each even-numbered year. Council members for the City of Claremont shall be elected on a
nonpartisan plurality basis and the results determined in accordance with G.S. 163-292. Except
as otherwise provided, the election shall be conducted in accordance with the uniform municipal
election laws in Chapter 163 of the General Statutes.

(b) The mayor te-be-electedin2005-shal-shall be elected to serve for a term of four years

or unt11 a successor 1s duly elected and quahﬁed —”Phefeaﬁer—a—mayer—&h&ﬂ—be—eleeted—e*ﬁeﬁhfe&r
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members elected at regular tewn—@xelectlons shall serve for terms of four €4+years or until
their successors are duly elected and qualified."

SECTION 3.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the City of Claremont
in 2027. The terms of office for the three council members in the City of Claremont serving on
the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by one
year. The terms of office for the mayor and two council members in the City of Claremont serving
on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by
one year. Regular municipal elections in the City of Claremont shall resume in even-numbered
years beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in
the odd-numbered years.

CITY OF CONOVER

SECTION 4.(a) Section 4.01 of the Charter of the City of Conover, being Chapter
78 of the 1977 Session Laws, as amended by City Ordinance No. 16-96 adopted July 8, 1996,
reads as rewritten:

"Section 4.01. Conduct of city elections. Regular municipal elections shall be held at the time
of the general election in each even-numbered year. All elections for mayor and council shall be
held on a nonpartisan basis and the results determined by plurality as provided in G-S—63-
279} PH—G.S. 163-292. The term of office of the mayor shall be four (4)-years. The terms of

ofﬁce of ee&ne&men—councﬂ members shall be feur—ye&rs—At—th%reg&da%elee&ea—m—NevembeF

four-year staggered terms. The electlons for the City of Conover shall be held and conducted

pursuant-to-the-applicable provisions-ef Artieles 23-and-24-ef-in accordance with the uniform
municipal election laws in Chapter 163 of the General Statutes-ef Nerth-Carelina-Statutes, except

as otherwise provided."

SECTION 4.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the City of Conover
in 2027. The terms of office for the three council members in the City of Conover serving on the
effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by one year.
The terms of office for the mayor and two council members in the City of Conover serving on
the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by one
year. Regular municipal elections in the City of Conover shall resume in even-numbered years
beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in the
odd-numbered years.

CITY OF HICKORY

SECTION 5.(a) Section 2.01 of the Charter of the City of Hickory, being Chapter
323 of the 1961 Session Laws, as amended by Chapter 404 of the 1967 Session Laws, reads as
rewritten:

"Sec. 2.01. Composition, Election, and Terms of Mayor and City Council; Time of General
Election. (a) The voters of the city shall elect a mayor and six aldermen—council members. The
mayor shall be nominated and elected at large. The aldermen—council members shall be
nominated by wards and elected at large. The candidate from each ward receiving the highest
number of votes shall be declared elected. Except as is otherwise provided in this Charter, no two
aldermen-council members shall be residents of the same ward.-All-munieipal-electionsshall-be
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(b)

(R . Q70 nd bhienni horo ar tho gone MI1IALCIN

i -Regular municipal elections shall be held at
the time of the general election in each even-numbered year. The mayor and council members
shall be elected on a nonpartisan plurality basis and the results determined in accordance with
G.S. 163-292. Except as otherwise provided, the elections for the City of Hickory shall be held
and conducted in accordance with the uniform municipal election laws in Chapter 163 of the

General Statutes.

4 : : : s gy men-The mayor shall be
elected for a term of four years. The terms of office of council members shall be four-year
staggered terms."

SECTION 5.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the City of Hickory
in 2027. The terms of office for the three council members in the City of Hickory serving on the
effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by one year.
The terms of office for the mayor and three council members in the City of Hickory serving on
the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by one
year. Regular municipal elections in the City of Hickory shall resume in even-numbered years
beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in the
odd-numbered years.

TOWN OF LONG VIEW

SECTION 6.(a) Section 3 of the Charter of the Town of Long View, being Chapter
430 of the Private Laws of 1907, as amended by Chapter 131 of the Private Laws of 1929,
Chapter 789 of the 1955 Session Laws, and Motion of Town Board of Aldermen Meeting on
January 3, 1978, reads as rewritten:

"Sec.3. Town Elections.

(a) The governing body for the Town of Long View shall consist of a mayor and six
aldermen. The mayor shall be nominated and elected by the voters at large for a four-year term
and shall serve until a successor is elected and qualified. Each ward of the Town of Long View
shall be represented on the board of aldermen by one alderman, who must be a resident of that
ward and nominated and elected by that ward. The aldermen shall serve four-year staggered terms
and until their successors are elected and qualified.

The Town of Long View shall be divided into five wards as follows:

(b) Regular municipal elections shall be held at the time of the general election in each
even-numbered year. The mayor and aldermen shall be elected on a nonpartisan plurality basis
and the results determined in accordance with G.S. 163-292. Except as otherwise provided, the
elections for the Town of Long View shall be held and conducted in accordance with the uniform
municipal election laws in Chapter 163 of the General Statutes."

SECTION 6.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Long
View in 2027. The terms of office for the three aldermen in the Town of Long View serving on
the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by one
year. The terms of office for the mayor and three aldermen in the Town of Long View serving
on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by
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one year. Regular municipal elections in the Town of Long View shall resume in even-numbered
years beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in
the odd-numbered years.

TOWN OF MAIDEN
SECTION 7.(a) Section 4 of the Charter of the Town of Maiden, being Chapter 103
of the Private Laws of 1883, as amended by Chapter 445 of the 1955 Session Laws, Town
Ordinance No. 3-76 adopted on April 5, 1976, and Ordinance No. 11-2006 adopted on April 3,
2006, reads as rewritten:
"Section 4. Elections.

(b) Elections shall be conducted on the first Tuesday of November in edd-numbered
even-numbered years as provided by the Laws of North Carolina.

(c) Election of the Mayor and Council shall be on a nonpartisan plurality basis and the

e{lvetes—theb&afd—eﬁelee&eﬂ&sha&detﬁmmetbﬁﬂﬂﬂeﬁbﬂ%results determmed in accordance

with G.S. 163-292. Except as otherwise provided, the elections for the Town of Maiden shall be
held and conducted in accordance with the uniform municipal election laws in Chapter 163 of
the General Statutes.

(d) The term of office for the Mayor shall be two (2)-years.

(e) The term of ofﬁce for the Councﬂ shall be detem&ed—as—fel—lews—él%—E—leet}eﬂ—m—w—%—te

sta,q,qered such that durlng the regular mumclpal electlon n each even-numbered vear, three

council members shall be elected with the two candidates receiving the first and second largest
number of votes to serve four-year terms;-terms and the candidate receiving the third largest
number of votes to serve a two-year term."

SECTION 7.(b) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the Town of Maiden
in 2027. The terms of office for the mayor and two council members in the Town of Maiden
serving on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be
extended by one year. The terms of office for three council members in the Town of Maiden
serving on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be
extended by one year. Regular municipal elections in the Town of Maiden shall resume in
even-numbered years beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections
were conducted in the odd-numbered years.

CITY OF NEWTON
SECTION 8.(a) Article III of the Charter of the City of Newton, being Chapter 1042
of the 1989 Session Laws, as amended by City Ordinance No. 2002.29 adopted on July 10, 2002,

reads as rewritten:
"ARTICLE III. GOVERNING BODY.
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"Section 3.1. Structure of Governing Body; Number of Members. The Governing Body
of the City of Newton is the Beard-ef-Aldermen;-City Council, which has six members, and the
Mayor.

"Section 3.2. Manner of Election of Beard—Council. The qualified voters of the entire
City elect the members of the Beard-Council.

"Section 3.3. Term of Office of Members of the Beard—Council. Members of the Beard

Council are elected to four-year taggered terms —Iﬂ—l—994—aﬂd—eaeh—fe’cﬂ'—yeafs—there&fter—thfee

"Section 3.4. Electlon of Mayor, Term 0f Ofﬁce The quahﬁed voters of the entire City
elect the May REW ’ ¢ ¢ § WOy eafte-Mayor who
shall serve a four -year term

SECTION 8.(b) Section 4.1 of the Charter of the City of Newton, being Chapter
1042 of the 1989 Session Laws, reads as rewritten:

"Section 4.1. Conduct of City Elections. Regular municipal elections shall be held at the
time of the general election in each even-numbered year. City officers shall be elected on a
nonpartisan basis and the results determined by plurality, as provided by G.S. 163-292."

SECTION 8.(¢) No municipal elections shall be conducted in the City of Newton in
2027. The terms of office for the mayor and three council members in the City of Newton serving
on the effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2027 shall be extended by
one year. The terms of office for the three council members in the City of Newton serving on the
effective date of this section whose terms are set to expire in 2029 shall be extended by one year.
Regular municipal elections in the City of Newton shall resume in even-numbered years
beginning in 2028 with the same staggering of terms as when elections were conducted in the
odd-numbered years.

EFFECTIVE DATE
SECTION 9. This act is effective when it becomes law and applies to elections held
on or after that date.
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