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§ 163‑98.  General election participation by new political party.
In the first general election following the date on which a new political party qualifies under 

the provisions of G.S. 163‑96, it shall be entitled to have the names of its candidates for national, 
State, congressional, and local offices printed on the official ballots upon paying a filing fee equal 
to that provided for candidates for the office in G.S. 163‑107 or upon complying with the 
alternative available to candidates for the office in G.S. 163‑107.1.

For the first general election following the date on which it qualifies under G.S. 163‑96, a 
new political party shall select its candidates by party convention. An individual whose name 
appeared on the ballot in a primary election preliminary to the general election shall not be 
eligible to have that individual's name placed on the general election ballot as a candidate for the 
new political party for the same office in that year. Following adjournment of the nominating 
convention, but not later than the first day of July prior to the general election, the president of the 
convention shall certify to the State Board of Elections the names of persons chosen in the 
convention as the new party's candidates in the ensuing general election. Any candidate 
nominated by a new party shall be affiliated with the party at the time of certification to the State 
Board of Elections. The requirement of affiliation with the party will be met if the candidate 
submits at or before the time of certification as a candidate an application to change party 
affiliation to that party. The State Board of Elections shall print names thus certified on the 
appropriate ballots as the nominees of the new party. The State Board of Elections shall send to 
each county board of elections the list of any new party candidates so that the county board can 
add those names to the appropriate ballot.  (1901, c. 89, s. 85; Rev., s. 4292; C.S., s. 5913; 1933, c. 
165, s. 1; 1949, c. 671, s. 1; 1967, c. 775, s. 1; 1979, c. 411, s. 4; 2002‑159, s. 55(b); 2006‑234, s. 
3; 2008‑150, s. 10.1(a); 2017‑6, s. 3; 2018‑13, s. 3.4; 2018‑146, s. 3.1(a), (b).)


